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Introduction

The steps in this document illustrate how to create a basic Website with Sitecore
CMS 6.5. The goal is to help you learn Sitecore interfaces, tools, concepts, and
terminology.

The chapters in this Self-Study Guide include:

e Chapter 1: Introduction

e Chapter 2: Building A Very Simple Website

e Chapter 3: Conclusion

e Chapter 4: Optional Placeholders and Nested Sublayouts
e Chapter 5: Conclusion

e Chapter 6: Next Steps

e Chapter 7: Official Sitecore Training
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Creating the Sitecore Web Application Project in

Visual Studio 2010

As a Sitecore Developer, you need to create a Web Application Project to modify
project files for customization such as Xslt Renderings and Sublayouts. You should
already have your website installed and configured properly for this exercise. You can
find installation instructions on the Sitecore Developer Network http://sdn.sitecore.net.

To create the Sitecore Web Application Project in Visual Studio 2010, you will first
create a blank Web Application Project. This will create the files necessary to turn
your Sitecore CMS Installation into a Visual Studio 2010 Web Application Project.
Next, you will copy key files from your blank Web Application Project to your Sitecore
webroot. You will configure your website and delete unnecessary files. Finally, you
will save your Sitecore Web Application Project Solution and build your website.

Sitecore® is a registered trademark. All other brand and product names are the property of their respective holders. The
contents of this document are the property of Sitecore. Copyright © 2001-2011 Sitecore. All rights reserved.
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2.1 Creating a blank Web Application Project

Sitecore extension projects should use the ASP.NET Web Application Project, supported by Visual
Studio 2010 2005 SP1 and later.

U Create a blank Web Application Project

Start Visual Studio 2010.

In Visual Studio 2010, in the Menu Bar, select File. [ rr————————  y——

In the Context Menu, select New, and then select : e

Project.

—

Facent Templates

Installed Tesplates

In the New Project dialog box, in the left side pane, select
Installed Templates. Click to expand the Visual C# Node and Sl
select Web.

Offce

Couwd

Reporting

SharePont

Silveright

Test

WCF

Werkflow
Other Langusges
Ctver Project Typas
Database

Test Propects

In the right side pane, select ASP.NET Web Application and
.NET Framework 4.

Ih&l l:nmewurtl - ’Sovtbﬂ brd‘aun’ v i D

3 ASP.NET Web Appficstion Visual C2

Provide a Solution Name, for

example: Sample Project. When you

click OK, Visual Studio 2010 creates

a project folder with the name you specified and some related files as well as some additional
files that the Sitecore Web Application Project does not need.

Sitecore® is a registered trademark. All other brand and product names are the property of their respective holders. The
contents of this document are the property of Sitecore. Copyright © 2001-2011 Sitecore. All rights reserved.
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Write It Down!

What is the location of your blank Sample Project? In the space below, write it down.
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2.2 Creating the Sitecore Web Application Project

In the last exercise, you created a blank Web Application Project in Visual Studio 2010. In this
exercise, you will copy key application files to the Sitecore webroot. This exercise will turn your
Sitecore CMS installation into a Web Application Project.

O Copy Web Application Project files to the Sitecore webroot

Locate the blank Sample Project folder in Windows. This will

Account

probably be in a folder under Documents\Visual Studio App Dot
2010 2010\Projects. o
| Properties II
=
Sty
- About.aspx

Move or copy the Properties folder, the * . cspro7j, and o Al T s
* csproj.user filesto the Sitecore webroot. 3 Oetaut a5

2 Defauk g oy
£} Defauk asgo.derigres <2
&) Global asax
1] Global e
2 Servgle Progect caprey
Samgle Project caproj ases

= Site Master

In the Sitecore webroot, double-click the *.csproj file to open 23 Site. Mastar 3
the project in Visual Studio 2010. R A

19 Wb contig

19 Web Debg.conlig

» Wek Belease.conlig

In Visual Studio 2010, in the Solution Explorer, click the _ 1 B S e
arrow next to the project name to expand the file list. P es, b
Right click the befault.aspx page located in the - Ven Code g P
webroot. In the Context Menu, select Exclude From s o T
Project. peos
Fropard
)
‘ Lachizelreen 312t ]
A Cu Dl X MU
-4 Cepy e
X Lewte ™ Honz
Sl e i
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In the Solution Explorer, right click the
References folder located in the webroot.
In the Context Menu, select Add
Reference.

In the Add Reference dialog box, select the
Browse tab. Select the
Sitecore.Kernel.dll file located in
the /bin folder of your Sitecore website,
and then click OK.

r = T
on Add R - il |
MNET | COM_: Proyocts | Ercwse - Recont
logar. J bn «.0r 3
Name ‘ Date modified .
% Stecore Appt Losderall /272011 105 AM
& Sitweorn A Markatngh . ST201L 109 AM
% Stecoce Chent 9Nl SuAL103am R
. Sitecore Xemelail S/2/2011 109 AM
v, Stecore L oggng ol 22011 109 AN
" » stecore nesus di S/2/2011 109 AM
5 Gl ey AW ghe ity s ECTONN 100 AR 5
n '
Fie rane Stacom Famel A -
et tpe | Componert Fin k" 1b7 sb sex wme“mateni =]
m 1 [ .|
oK

Eaplisee

In the Solution Explorer, click the arrow next to the Bl sl
References folder located in the webroot to expand the file + i Refarences .
I|St 2 Micosott CSap
3 Systemn F
-2 Systen Configuration
. . . «J Systemn.Cere
Right click the Sitecore.Kernel.d1ll file. In the Context b= System Data
Menu, select Properties. In the Properties pane, set the 32:::;??'5"'”"“"'
Copy Local property to false. ~Jiyﬂminterpr?ui-.rvxa
3 System . Wed

~3 System Web ApphcationSennce:
3 Systeen. Wets DynarscData
2 System Web Entity
== 5@-:-“-;ﬂehiﬂmm
'

&) Sohtion k...
Propertees -0 X
Sitecore Kermeld Reference Properties -
L L)
Hame itecoce. Remned -
Ahases lobal

e

rcrgtan Sttecore CMS Kol L2
Embed Interop Type Fake
File Type Lszembly
lderce Mtecore. Karne
Pan Chlnstpult s cot' s
Hosebvod

’t"‘“"‘“ L .
Copy Local
Indicates whether the reference will be copeed S0
the cutput diectery.
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U Save the Sitecore Web Application Project Solution
In Visual Studio 2010, in the Menu Bar, select File. In the context menu, select Save All.
Save the specified items in the default location.

In the future, you can open this project by opening the corresponding *.s1n file in the Sitecore

CMS webroot.
=
00 Seve Fiv s [
‘\' Il b« O50ak Kl 0 M ¢ swwtdel b SenghPrigect o Webste o w149 || Seann ey -
| Omsse s  Nawtiite - 9|
| & Dowrizes: . Marre Dr mreewier Type |
2 Prcent Maces ‘
Accoumt 1 “ [ FER RIS
= Fap Beamun LA LSRN Phetatd
i
.- n b Aoz Corfg ! JLLSSE N Fie bkl
[ ¥ Decurares
o M N e Dets
| o Awm ‘
-~ Ftes e b ol
-~ .
] Vi
‘ B Ven i o {
| @ Corrpntn i frtoan
b Sowh
B Calok i
el e h 1 w Fde Sbe
C f
“ ‘l."“\[k" = 180 0t diden 1M1 v The Vibie -
| Fhe rare -
| Sove an trpe |VTE-8 Sehmen Fle " ind -
= tedcFoitan (| Convced
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O Include all files in the Sitecore Web Application Project

To edit files in Visual Studio 2010, you must make them
visible and include them in the project.

To make the files visible, in Visual Studio 2010, in the
Solution Explorer, select Show All Files.

m—

Include the Sitecore CMS files and folders. € View in Browser b
For example, right click the XSL folder Browse With... Def
located in the webroot. In the Context Add ’ ::
Menu, select Include in Project. Include In Project |t

U Delete unnecessary files

Visual Studio 2010 may automatically add files from the blank *.csproj file. If the following files
are present in Visual Studio 2010 Solution Explorer, you need to delete (or exclude) them:

e About.aspx & .aspx.cs
o Default.aspx & .aspx.cs
e Global.asax.cs
e /Account folder
e Weh.Debug.config & Web.Release.config
Q Build your Web Application Project [i_n"“‘:‘ it re b
Pebild S=utan
In Visual Studio 2010, in the Menu Bar, select | Cesn Sohzie
Build. In the Context Menu, select Build 4 Husd Somple Sroect Shite 54
Sol utl on. Rebwild Sample Pruject
Coean Sermpie Project
. . . . S Publsh Seengie Prejes
Make sure your Web Application Project Solution = ﬂ,,:‘._.',,,‘,h,‘,!,_,’,,,,L,,,r,,,mj,(
builds successfully. For troubleshooting assistance, Robrh Bt
visit the Sitecore Developer Network Cerfguration Mansge..

http://sdn.sitecore.net.

Sitecore® is a registered trademark. All other brand and product names are the property of their respective holders. The
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Q Find it!

Related Reading:

http://msdn2.microsoft.com/en-us/asp.net/aa336618.aspx
http://webproject.scottgu.com/
http://webproject.scottqu.com/CSharp/Default.aspx
http://webproject.scottqu.com/CSharp/HelloWorld/Helloworld.aspx

Troubleshooting Assistance:

http://sdn.sitecore.net

™\

§ . mportant!

_e* )

If you are using Internet Explorer 9, you will need to turn on Compatibility Mode to be able to use
Page Editor. You can also add a Meta tag in the page header to Emulate IE7:

<meta http-equiv="X-UA-Compatible" content="IE=EmulateIE7" />

You should place this Meta tag right after the Head tag in all .aspx files included in your website. The
Head tag should be similar to:

<head runat="server">
<meta http-equiv="X-UA-Compatible" content="IE=EmulateIE7" />
<title></title>
<link href="~/Styles/Site.css" rel="stylesheet" type="text/css" />
<asp:ContentPlaceHolder ID="HeadContent" runat="server">
</asp:ContentPlaceHolder>

</head>

Sitecore® is a registered trademark. All other brand and product names are the property of their respective holders. The
contents of this document are the property of Sitecore. Copyright © 2001-2011 Sitecore. All rights reserved.
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Building A Very Simple Web Site

Building A Very Simple Website

Working as a Developer, you will first create the data infrastructure for your basic
Website. In Sitecore, creating the data infrastructure means creating data templates,
creating template standard values, assigning insert options, specifying default values,
and creating content items.

Next, you will create Sitecore presentation components. You will create three types
of Sitecore presentation components: XSLT Rendering, Sublayout, and Layout.
Presentation components are both definition items in the Sitecore content tree and

files in the file system.

Then, you will bind content to presentation. As a Developer, you do this by defining

the instructions for how to present specific content on items template standard
values.

Finally, you will publish, view, and edit the Website.

Sitecore® is a registered trademark. All other brand and product names are the property of their respective holders. The
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3.1 Create Data Templates

A Very Simple Website features just two types of content: content of the type Product and content of
the type Home Page.

The steps outlined will guide your successful completion of this exercise.

O Login to the Sitecore Desktop

Welcome to Sitecore

Login to the Sitecore Desktop using

the Administrator username and e
pa.SSWOfd. Password: «
Ramomdar me
Username: Admin =
Password: b
Torget Your Paseword  Thange Pansword
Select Options. - Shosomn
Next, select Desktop. B vestop ] @ coreieee [ sage et
Click Login.
Administrator
U Open Template Manager Heaneisonn
From the Start Menu, select Template PR (] Pove e
Manager. MO i coriuo: () rovn
i ‘;{) Confgue m:::t": gw
Template Manager is your tool for feitiren
creating new data templates and editing el R
existing data templates. O Reorcen
Engagement Analytics

Yogntand Optrraton. O Search

o, Executive Dashboard T Wodkbox
o Executve Jnaghi Deshbosrd

Secanty Ldtor (&) convarpare
. . Grant and revoks
In addition, Template Manager is the tool permizacn. Y ety Toon ’
that lets you create Template Standard B S e aeaney | | pevetaoment Tous »
Values and to assign base templates. ol Stecore App Center | Crasie new tampisies ’

o st wnd nacan Aops

Publish Site
Publsh your conters

Al Applcations b

Sitecore® is a registered trademark. All other brand and product names are the property of their respective holders. The
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Explain This!

Why create new Data Templates?

Q) sitecore

There are two scenarios for when Developers create data templates.

1) Create a new data template when new items require fields not defined in existing data templates.
2) Create a new data template when new items require unique default values and default settings.

Examples of default values are field values. Examples of default settings include workflows,
presentation layout details settings, and insert options.

3.1.1 Using Template Builder

In Sitecore, you define types of content type with the construct of a data template. A data template
defines content by specifying fields and field types. Field types determine the user interface for how

to enter data.

You will create two data templates using Template Manager's Template Builder Editor tab. In this
exercise, you will create the Home Page and Product templates as described in the following table:

Data Template | Field Fields Field Type Standard Insert
Sections Values Options
Home Page Data Title Single-Line Home Page Product
Text
Description | Rich Text “Website
description goes
here...”
Product Data Title Single-Line $name none
Text
Description | Rich Text “Product
description goes
here...”
Price Single-Line $99.99
Text

Sitecore® is a registered trademark. All other brand and product names are the property of their respective holders. The
contents of this document are the property of Sitecore. Copyright © 2001-2011 Sitecore. All rights reserved.
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% Find it!

To learn more about how to create data templates, visit the Sitecore Developer Network (SDN) at
http://sdn.sitecore.net.

Review the Data Definition Reference for Sitecore CMS 6.5.

O Create the Home Page data template

In Template Manager, in the Content Tree, select the User Foider \ @Content \
Defined folder. Options

In the Folder Editor tab, select New Template. ES "\l:]
New Template Temlpélate
Folder

This opens the New Template Wizard’s dialogs.

In the Select name dialog, enter Home Page. 2=
hare: Hime Page|
Lase woptew: Terplateon/Sy stenyTemplates/Standerd tarmplite »
Leave the Base Template set to the default.
Click Next.
In the Location dialog, click Next.
To close the wizard, click Finish.
In the Template Builder, in Add a new section,
enter Data.
In the first Add a field, enter Title. As the field Ko it -
type, select Single-Line Text. = : o
Title Single-Line Toxt «
In the second Add a field, enter Description. (\’_’/”I“ = p,:,:,, t :
Select Rich Text as the field type. — g 'L -
Single-Line Ted ~

Sitecore® is a registered trademark. All other brand and product names are the property of their respective holders. The
contents of this document are the property of Sitecore. Copyright © 2001-2011 Sitecore. All rights reserved.

Page 15 of 67


http://sdn.sitecore.net/

Building A Very Simple Web Site

In the Ribbon, in the Home tab, in the Write
group, select Save. Navigate Review Analyze
E Template section 1
D Insert from Template

:) Keyboard Shortcut

To save without using the Save command, consider a Sitecore Keyboard Shortcut. Save your
changes with Ctrl+S. Try it!

Sitecore® is a registered trademark. All other brand and product names are the property of their respective holders. The
contents of this document are the property of Sitecore. Copyright © 2001-2011 Sitecore. All rights reserved.
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U Create the Product data template G T
In Template Manager, in the Content Tree, select the User Options
Defined folder. = \J:]
. New Template | Template
In the Folder Editor tab, select New Template. Folder

This opens the New Template
Wizard’s dialogs. Select same

Enter & name for the new temolate. Select 8 baze tempiate. Cck Mext to comtrue 3
In the Select name dialog, enter o Prodect
PI'OdUCt. Bace template; Templates/System/Templatas/Standard template v

Leave the Base Template set to the
default.

Click Next.

In the Location dialog, click Next.

To close the wizard, click Finish.

In the Template Builder, in Add a new section,
enter Data.

[as.voe- \_‘Qmﬁ‘ .{m\
Mare Type Source
Data

In the first Add a field, enter Title. As the field

_ ” Ttk Singlo-Ling Teox =
type, select Single-Line Text. Sescretion o .
Pnce Single-Ling Teox =

In the second Add a field, enter Description.
Select Rich Text as the field type.

Single-Line Teox =

In the third Add a field, enter Price. As the
field type, select Single-Line Text.

Save.

Sitecore® is a registered trademark. All other brand and product names are the property of their respective holders. The
contents of this document are the property of Sitecore. Copyright © 2001-2011 Sitecore. All rights reserved.
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3.1.2 Create Template Standard Values

For a given data template, Developers often want to create default values. Template Standard
Values define not only default values, but also default settings. In Sitecore, this construct serves as a
way to define both default values and default settings for a given data template.

In this exercise, you will first create Template Standard Values for both the Home Page and Product
data templates.

To complete this exercise, use the following checklist:
O For the Home Page data template, create Standard Values

In the Template Manager, in the Content Tree, in the User Defined template folder, select the
Home Page data template.

In the Ribbon, in the Builder Options tab, in the Template group, select Standard Values.

If not selected, select the standard values item in the Content Tree.

In the item field editor, for the Title field, enter the token, $name.

For the Description field, click Show Editor. (5] sitecore

In the Rich Text Editor, enter Website Hff 28280 %9 ¢ B |
description goes here... H\Nebsxte description goes here... '

Click Accept.
a Content\

D __Standard Values

0 Quick Info
E] pata

Save.
Title:

fname

Fhow Editor = SuggestFix * Edit Html
Description:
Website description goes here...

Sitecore® is a registered trademark. All other brand and product names are the property of their respective holders. The
contents of this document are the property of Sitecore. Copyright © 2001-2011 Sitecore. All rights reserved.
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v""»- 3
Explain This!
What are tokens?

When Business Users create items, Developers sometimes want to assign field values for the newly
created items. Tokens allow Developers to assign field values to a newly created item.

For example, the $name token copies the name of the newly created item. This value comes from
the Enter a new item name dialog. Other token examples include $date, $id, $time, and $now.

U For the Product data template, create Standard Values

= [E] Product
In the content tree, under the User Defined template folder, [5) Data
select the Product template. £ _standard Values '

In the Ribbon, in the Builder Options tab, in the Template group,
select Standard Values.

Select the standard values item in the Content Tree.

In the item field editor, for the Title field, enter the token, $name.
For the Description field, click Show Editor.

In the Rich Text Editor, enter Product description goes here...
Click Accept.

For the Price field, enter $99.99.

Save.

Sitecore® is a registered trademark. All other brand and product names are the property of their respective holders. The
contents of this document are the property of Sitecore. Copyright © 2001-2011 Sitecore. All rights reserved.
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3.1.3 Assign Insert Options

Q) sitecore

In this exercise, you will define the structure of the Content Tree. Often, this structure relates directly
to Information Architecture of your Website. A Very Simple Website will have the following

Information Architecture:

Home
Home
--- Product 1
--- Product 2
--- Product 3
Product 1 Product 2

Product 3

In order to define how content types exist in the Content Tree hierarchy, Developers assign Insert
Options. By selecting an Insert Option, a Business User can create an item. For example, beneath
the Home item, Business Users will only be able to create Product items.

To complete this exercise, use the following checklist:

O Open Template Manager

From the Sitecore Start Menu, open Template Manger.

O Selectthe _ Standard Values item

In the Content Tree, in User Defined, in the Home Page data

template, select the __ Standard Values item.

O Assign an Insert Option

In the Ribbon, in the Configure tab, in the Insert Options group,

select Assign.

Template Manager
Create new templates.

= EI Templates

# & Branches

& {J common

& g) Sample

@ (@ System

= ) User Defined

= [E] Home Page
® [2) pata

[5) _ Standard values
* : Product

Ver' Coﬁgure | j !

B, 0 A assin |
Clone j Z] Reset
oS it oy e

0
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In the Insert Options dialog, remove the Folder
template if it exists.

Qo
In the Insert Options dialog, select the Product . = o= &
template. s T3 o Y
o
» j:,[‘.,‘.
Click OK.
Save.
b3
Explain This!

What are Insert Options?

Imagine that your Website has two site sections: a Products section featuring Product Descriptions
and a News section with News Articles.

Using Insert Options, Sitecore Developers define what types of content Business Users can create
and where they can create it in the Content Tree. In other words, Insert Options let Developers
mandate where and what Business Users can create.

For the Product section, a Developer assigns the Product Description data template as the single
Insert Option. For the News section, a Developer assigns the News Article data template as the
single Insert Option.

In this manner, Business Users can only create items of the type Product Description in the Products
section and only items of the type News Article in the News section.

3.1.4 Delete the Home Item

Sitecore has already created a Home item for you. In this = s

exercise, you will delete the Home item. e i U] et

Administrator

[

To complete this exercise, use the following checklist: W SN Wows
Q Open Content Editor B otaubeery . Conee
b]wr:an
Empagemest Analytics
agpr gz Oprrenater, B Sewch
In the Sitecore Desktop Start Menu, select Content Pix Yoo ionerventOR ooy
Editor. ’ = ¢ P
Grone and revoke
——— 3 SeOuty Toos .
Q‘ !nta’:-<- ke _}"‘“Wr"’”
Stecore App Lester S Nepirtrg Yoc ’

B e i A00n

S Publsh Site
-O Pubheh yaur condert

ryyam——
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[ Delete the Home Item

In the Content Tree, select the Home
item.

In the Ribbon, in the Home tab, in the
Operations group, select Delete.

: ! } Important!

By default, deleting the Home item deletes your Website.

If the Breaking Links dialog appears, select Remove Links and click Continue.

U Publish your changes

In the Content Tree, select the Content
item.

In the Ribbon, in the Publish tab, in the
Publish group, select Publish.
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3.2 Create Content Iltems

@ sitecore

In this exercise, you will begin by creating a new Home Item. Next, you will create several Product

Iltems.

To complete this exercise, use the following checklist:

U Open Content Editor

In the Sitecore Desktop Start Menu, select Content Editor.

Select the Content item.

In the Ribbon, in the Home tab, in the Insert
group, select Insert from Template.

In the Insert from Template dialog,
select the Home Page template.

In the Item Name field, enter Home.

Click Insert.

Content Editor

Manage your content. I

= (2] sitecore
‘ Content
® D Layout

® (&) Media Library
& ¥ System

boe

Sewe Aoalyre F
. ,;"“!‘ [ e von Teegate M i
N =5 [a| Foxi

=51 Insert from Template

Seiact » tewglate a0d evvied 3 nawe for the hew liem

- jf-ﬂum
& B

J Common

D

J sare
\J I
* Uy Defied

& Praduce

Tergdate: Usar DednedHoma Page

mm'&:md[
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[ Create a Product ltem

In the Content Tree, right click the Home item.

Select Insert and then Product.

In the Enter the name of the new item dialog, enter
Product 1.

Click OK.

[ Edit the Products Item

Review the field values of the Product 1 item.

Explain This!

Where did these field values come from?

Notice that the name that you entered appears
in the Title field.

Also, observe that the default text you entered
into the Product template’s standard values
appears in the Description field.

The $name token captures the value typed into the
Enter the Item Name dialog. It copies this captured value
into the Title field of the newly created item.

Emer he nave et henewlten

Prozue 1|

P ‘—vvl\
;‘j Product 1

Q Quick Tadn
i
Tithes
Product 1

Templale

Slandard
Values

Show Sditor - Suggent By
Description - w3
Product description goes here...

In contrast, the Description field inherits the __Standard Values item’s Description field value. This is
why you see [standard value] next to the Description field title in the Content Editor.
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= Sitecore o o
B I &= L % 92 "N
Product descaription goes here,

Click the Show Editor link above the
Description field.

This opens the Rich Text Editor.

Use the Rich Text Editor to change the
text in the Description field.

This Is a really cool product

Click Accept.
J Daign <) HTML
Save. proven Rejeet
U Create at least two more Product =[] sitecore

items E & Content

= [£] Home
Repeat these steps to add a more product items. You should £ product 1
have at least three products when done. E] Product 2

E] product 3
=il

% Find it!

To learn these exercises using the Sitecore Rocks Visual Studio 2010 Extension, please refer to the
Self Study Guide for Building A Very Simple Website in your Student CD.

Also find the following related Sitecore Rocks resources:

http://vsplugins.sitecore.net/
http://www.sitecore.net/Community/Technical-Blogs/John-West-Sitecore-Blog.aspx

Verify your work with your Instructor
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3.3 Create Presentation Components

Presentation Components are both definition items (an item defined by a specific data template) and
a file in the file system. For this exercise, you will create three “building block” Presentation
Components:

1. Side Menu XSLT Rendering b
2. Product Display XSLT Rendering mblreinnebn

3. Generic Display Sublayout a T o i

Marage your coment

You will create both the Side Menu and ) reviem
. . . « 4| Marketing Center
Product Display XSLT Renderings using 3% Confgre madmneg 3 v
foatirm
Developer Center. | Medutory e o
. . . M [
The following checklist will help you get , of Recyde 8
started. D tys W% s
O Open Developer Center R e id B oo
| ¢] Conwidd Fared
: Gantad ravon
From the Sitecore Start Menu, Sarpbars: 0) seartyTods
select Development Tools, in the Temglate Manager
Craate rew templates. I __,J Duveloonent Took
Context Menu, select Developer 0 — /@ Pocknge Deagner
Center. | ooy B tarstoton wave

Wl P Explorer

S Publish Sitw .
-0 Pubish your content, | Veooard Mo

numb

3.3.1 Create the Side Menu XSLT Rendering

In this exercise, you will use Developer Center to create an XSLT Rendering that displays links to the
Home item and all Product items.

To complete this exercise, use the following checklist:
U Create the XSLT Rendering

From the Start Page of Developer Center, in the Getting —
Started Pane, select Create a New XSLT Rendering. Create a New Layout

In the Create XSLT File Wizard, in the Name dialog, enter Side | E et S New XsLTREnaeTg
Menu.

Click Next.

In the Location dialog, select the Renderings item.

Click Next.

In the File Location dialog, select the xsl file folder.

Click Create.

Click Finish.
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O Edit the Side Menu XSLT file

Uncomment the first variable line.

<!-- variables -->
<xsl:variable name="home" select="sc:item('/sitecore/content/home',.) " />

After the main comment section, replace the <xsl:template and closing </xsl:template tags with

the following:
<l —- -—>
<!-- main -—>
<!—- —-—>
<xsl:template match="*" mode="main">
<br />

<sc:link select="S$home">
<xsl:value-of select="$home/@name" />
</sc:link>
<br/>
<xsl:for-each select="Shome/item">
<sc:link>
<sc:text field="title" />
</sc:link>
<br />
</xsl:for-each>
</xsl:template>

Save!

Click the Save Icon or use the Ctrl+S keystroke.

O Preview the Side Menu XSLT Rendering

After saving, in the Preview pane, you will see hyperlinks for the Q Preview:

Home item and Product child items. content/Home

If you are unable to view the Preview pane, in the Side Menu.xslt Home

tab, select the Preview command. This command toggles the Product 1

display of the Preview pane. Product 2
Product 3

To refresh the Preview Pane, click the Refresh button.
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B Find it!

To learn more about XSL and XPath constructs and functions as well as Sitecore Xsl Extension
controls and functions, visit the Sitecore Developer Network (SDN) at http://sdn.sitecore.net.

Review the Presentation Component XSL Reference for Sitecore CMS 6.5.

3.3.2 Create the Product Display XSLT Rendering

In this exercise, you will use Developer Center to create an XSLT Rendering that shows details about
a given Product item.

To complete this exercise, use the following checklist:
O Create the XSLT Rendering

From the Start Page of Developer Center, in the Getting Started Pane, select Create a New
XSLT Rendering.

In the Create XSLT File Wizard, in the Name dialog, enter Product Display.
Click Next.

In the Location dialog, select the Renderings item.

Click Next.

In the File Location dialog, select the xsl file folder.

Click Create.

Click Finish.

O Edit the Product Display XSLT file

After the main comment section, replace the <xsl:template and closing </xsl:template tags with

the following:
<l-- -—>
<!-- main ==
<l-- -—>

<xsl:template match="*" mode="main">
<hl><sc:text field="title" /></hl>
<sc:text field="description" />
<br />Price: <b><sc:text field="price" /></b>
</xsl:template>
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Save!

Click the Save Icon or use the Ctrl+S keystroke.

O Preview the Product Display XSLT Rendering

In the Preview pane, in the path field drop tree, select
Product 1.

The item path is:

content/Home/Product 1

To view the product details, in the Preview pane, click the
Refresh command.

3.3.3 Create the Generic Display Sublayout

Q) sitecore

|| website - |[@

= a Content
= D Home
[ Product 1
[E) Product 2
[Z) Product 3

Q Preview:

content/Home/Product 1

Product 1

Product description goes here...

Price: $99.99

In this exercise, you will use the Sitecore Sublayout wizard to create both the Sublayout definition

item and the Web User Control file.
To complete this exercise, use the following checklist:
O Create the Sublayout

From the Start Page of Developer Center, in the Getting
Started Pane, select Create a New Sublayout.

In the Create Sublayout Wizard, in the Name dialog, enter
Generic Display.

Click Next.

In the Location dialog, select Sublayouts.
Click Next.

In the File Location dialog, select the layouts folder.
Click Create.

& Getting Started
Create a New Layout

Create a New X5LT Rendering

| Create a New Sublayout

Create a File
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Q) sitecore

To close the wizard, click Finish.

O Edit the Generic Display Sublayout with Grid Designer

In the Ribbon, in the Add group, select Control.

00 @ |=

Div Table Placeholder |Control

In the Insert Control dialog, in the Content dp e Control
Tree, expand Renderings, expand System, LR SO e
and select FieldRenderer. Optors = Bu
Sedact Exutng o Pacehoider Lettngs
Crepde New s =‘.:':3e'r-;1
G5t
=
o el
o Feeds
. !i«.u:;:“
Click OK.
o
In the Ribbon, in the Properties group, select Properties.
|.@
—— |
In the Rendering dialog, in the Attributes tab, set the ID to MyTitle. e
Set the Field Name to Title.
Click OK.

In the Ribbon, in the Add group, select Control.

In the Insert Control dialog, in the Content Tree, expand Renderings, expand System, and
select FieldRenderer.

Click OK.

In the Ribbon, in the Properties group, select Properties.

In the Rendering dialog, in the Attributes tab, set the ID to MyDescription
Set the Field Name to Description.

Click OK.

Save your changes!

Click the Save command.
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If you do not save, you will lose your work.

U Edit the Generic Display.ascx Markup

In Developer Center, in Grid Designer, switch to
HTML view.

In the Application tab, click HTML.

o —————— - ¢ -
[ 2} Designf | HTML |7} Code W Content
e —

Enclose the first <sc:fieldrenderer /> tag with <h1> </h1><br/>

Your final markup should be similar to:

<hl>

<sc:fieldrenderer runat="server" renderingid="1AF4AA3-3B5D-4611-8C71-
959AD261E5B7%7d" id="MyTitle" fieldname="Title"></sc:fieldrenderer>

</h1>

<br />

<sc:fieldrenderer runat="server" renderingid="1AF4AA3-3B5D-4611-8C71-
959AD261E5B7%7d" id="MyDescription" fieldname="Description">

</sc:fieldrenderer>

Save! Use the Ctrl+S keystroke.
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3.4 Create the Browser Layout

Presentation Components are both definition items (an item defined by a specific data template) and
a file in the file system. For this exercise, you will create a Layout Presentation Component named
Browser Layout. You will use the Sitecore Layout wizard to create both the Layout definition item and
the Web Form file.

To complete this exercise, use the following checklist:

O Create the Sublayout .
& Getting Started ~

From the Start Page of Developer Center, in the Getting | Create a New Layout
Started Pane, select Create a New Layout.

|
Create a Mew X5SLT Rendering

In the Create Layout Wizard, in the Name dialog, enter Browser Layout.
Click Next.

In the Location dialog, select Layouts.

Click Next.

In the File Location dialog, select the layouts folder.

Click Create.

To close the wizard, click Finish.

O Edit the Browser Layout with Grid Designher

In the Ribbon, in the Add group, click the Div command.

O @ =

Div_| Table Placeholder Control

In the Ribbon, in the Properties group, select Properties.

In the Properties dialog, set ID to leftcolumn. =°| Properties
= You can spedfy various properties fopr the elements here.
Set width to 200px.

D: leftcolumn
Set Float to left.

Class:

Width: 200px

Height:

Float: left

Absolute Position: [
Top:

Left:
Click OK.

oK ‘ I Caneel
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In the Ribbon, in the Rows & Columns group, select Right.
In the Ribbon, in the Properties group, select Properties.
In the Properties dialog, set ID to rightcolumn.

Set width to 600px.

Set float to right if no value exists.

Click OK.

In the Grid Designer, select placeholderl. [Pe————
et B

y= phacstoide 17>

In the Ribbon, in the Edit group, select Delete.

Steer! your conyo tere.

In the Grid Designer, select the remaining
Div.

In the Ribbon, in the Add group, select Control.

In the Insert Control dialog, in the Content [1sert your convos heve
Tree, select Side Menu. - SeMemn Ephaceboider

o

e o5 (e s

Click OK.
(&' Sitecore — Webpsge Dinlog o]’

In the Grid Designer, select placeholder 2. (] r',"f,'k'\di'.,",,"’l,c o
In the Ribbon, in the Properties group, select Renderv: s hurabiiies
Properties. —
In the Rendering dialog, in the Attributes tab, FieoRaNla;
seth the key field value to content. Data source:  Browa
Click OK. Atrhutes | parameters | Caching I

kay coment
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Save!

O Edit the Browser Layout.aspx Markup

In Developer Center, in Grid Designer, switch to
HTML view.

In the Application tab, click HTML.

After the <form> tag, replace the text

Insert your controls here.
with

<div style="width:800px;"><i>Header</i></div>
<div style="width:800px;">

Before the closing </ form>, add a footer.

</div>
<div style="clear:both;"></div>
<div style="width:800px;"><i>Footer</i></div>

Your final markup should read like:

<div style="width: 800px;"><i>Header</i></div>
<div style="width: 800px;">
<div id="leftcolumn" style="width: 200px; float: left;"
class="scGridDesignerArea">
<sc:XslFile runat="server" RenderingID="{4AA8050E-87E3-4D26-BD8D-
26EFE9C25272}" Path="/xsl/Side Menu.xslt" ID="XslFilel"></sc:XslFile>
</div>
<div id="rightcolumn" style="width: 600px; float: right;"
class="scGridDesignerArea">
<sc:Placeholder runat="server" Key="content"></sc:Placeholder>
</div>
</div>
<div style="clear: both"></div>
<div style="width: 800px;"><i>Footer</i></div>

Save! Use the Ctrl+S keystroke.
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U Verify your changes

In the Application tab, select Grid.

In the Grid Designer, verify that you see Header, Side Menu, Content, and Footer.
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3.5 Bind Content to Presentation
Consider the following wireframes for both the Home Page and Product Pages:

Headsr Header

Side Side

Product Page Mers Home Page Welcome
enu

Featuring Product Detads

Home Home
Progduct | Product 1
Product 2 Product 2
Product 3 Product 3
Footer Footer

As a Sitecore Developer, you define the instructions for how to present specific content using Layout
Details settings. This instruction set is how Sitecore binds content to presentation.

When Sitecore receives a runtime request for content, Sitecore interprets the Layout Details settings
and processes these instructions through the Sitecore rendering engine and pipeline. To the

requesting device, Sitecore then returns outputs a data stream. Usually, this is HTML, XHTML, XML,
or RSS.

There are two places where you can define Layout Details settings. The first place is on the item.
The second, and most ideal, is on Template Standard Values. In this exercise, you will define the
presentation instructions for both the Home Page and all Product items.

Using template standard values, you will specify layout, sublayout, and renderings to use. The
Home item will feature the Browser Layout with the Generic Display sublayout.
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Product items will use the Browser Layout with the Product Display XSLT rendering. The diagram
illustrates both static and dynamic binding of presentation components.

To complete this exercise, use the following checklist:

U Assign Layout Details to the Home Page template standard
values
| 7 Template Manager

Create new templates. .

From the Sitecore Start menu, open Template Manager.

& [E] Templates

® @ Branches

In the Content Tree, for the Home Page data template, select & {J Common
the _ Standard Values item. = g:a"lf"e
& @) System

= ) User Defined
= [E] Home Page
& |=] Data
a __Standard Values I

@ [E] product

Analyze Publish Versions Configure

In the Ribbon, in the Presentation tab, in the
Layout group, select Details.

Layout Details
The details of the assigned layouts, contr:

In the Layout Details dialog, for Default device, select Edit.

‘ [No layout specified]

Contr
Default _,l -

Beadsscone

In the Device Editor dialog, in the drop-down list, select Browser @ fronel

=] % Layouts
Layo ut. (0] sample Layout

] Browser Layout

=] U System
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Device Editor
Set the layouts, con

In the Device Editor dialog, select Controls.
Layout

[ Controls
Placeholder Settings

To add the Generic Display sublayout, click Add.

In the Select a rendering dialog, select Select a rendertng
Generic DISpIay - Sedect the renderrg you went to uss, Ok Select to conboe

+ P Rendarngs

= B sbleyours
18] Genedz celay
14 Sameds Tnoer Sblayout
B Sarple Subayout

In the Add to Placeholder, enter content.

Click Select.

In the Device Editor dialog, click OK.

In the Layout Details dialog, click OK. The detas af the assged lavmits, contrs s piscehokders
) srowser Layout
Qe Ralatusder Letlargs
osta [ cenen: Display i 1
JEst (Foopy 1o
- EMo layout specified)
.hm ——— Pacwhokise Serage

[dede ooy o
No layaut specitied

(Bedt BoopyTo
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ﬁ Best Practice

A Sitecore Developer best practice is to inherit presentation Layout Details settings from template
standard values. On an item, you can always override the default settings and likewise reset back the
template standard values default settings.

Imagine tens of thousands of items of the type Product. It would take days to update the Layout
Details for each product item individually. With template standard values, it takes only minutes.
Update the Layout Details on the Product data template’s standard values item. All the Product items
inherit the change.

U Assign Layout Details to the Product template standard values

From the Sitecore Start menu, open Template Manager.

In the Content Tree, for the Product data template, select the -
__Standard Values item.
+

D __Standard Values
=] EI Product
# [Z) pata

D __Standard Values

In the Ribbon, in the Presentation tab, in the
Layout group, select Details. TS T Presentation

In the Layout Details dialog, for Default device, select Edit.

Layout Details
m The details of the assigned layouts, contrg

‘ [No layout specified]

Controls
Default - )
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In the Device Editor dialog, in the drop-down list, select Browser
Layout.

@ [nore]
= B Layouts
D Sample Layout

# (J system

Device Editor
Set the layouts, con

In the Device Editor dialog, select Controls.

Layout
TControls
Placeholder Settings

To add the Generic Display sublayout, click Add.

In the Select a rendering dialog, select gy Seectarendering
PrOdUCt DISplay Sehect the renderng you went o v Thoe Sedect o coranus

= @ Renderngs
T {J Sampie

® (J Systen
(@ Sroduct Dieplay

W Sde Meny
+ B subleyouts

In the Add to Placeholder field, enter
content.

[Preduct Display

Adg to Pacehader - Ecoment

Click Select. :
™ Opan Fropertes after #¥s ddog doses

== Layout Detats
3 Tt detaln uf Bw smgred Wytuts, cortrol e placstoicens.
7 Browser Layout

In the Device Editor dialog, click OK. Oefunt “TEE B
™ Froduct Display

(Bzar (#cooyTo
No layout spacitiod |

In the Layout Details dialog, click OK.

Controbs Pacyhoie Sty

I

(A e ooy Te

[ Mes Layout dpncilled]

1Ed

Conbok Faceholoe Setings

Aot oy To
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3.6 Publish and View the Website

For this exercise, publish and view the live Website.
The following checklist will help guide you.
O Publish the Site.

From the Sitecore Start menu, select Publish Site.

Settiogs

Select e pubdhwg seings. Cld Publeh |0 pubish.

Publahg
¥ Ircerertial Pusiet - Pubieh Drdy Chargped e
Sewrt pubiah - Fubleh Difrences Between Source and Target Datadese.
Regubich - Pubsish Do stheg

In the dialog box, select Incremental
Publish.

Click Publish.

d View the live Website

Open a new browser

Q sitecore

} Publish Site

Publish your content. '

9

window.
s > cilome i
. RS St o it 2
Navigate to http://localhost thsr

b ions Home
iPodud 3
Prodad
ST E
ook

Wetnde A piion gum ey

Use the links on the side
menu to view all of your
product pages.

Sitecore® is a registered trademark. All other brand and product names are the property of their respective holders. The
contents of this document are the property of Sitecore. Copyright © 2001-2011 Sitecore. All rights reserved.

Page 41 of 67


http://localhost/

Building A Very Simple Web Site @ S| tecore

3.7 Working with Page Editor
For this exercise, edit the website just like a Business User.
The following checklist will help you get started.

O Login using Page Editor
To leave the Sitecore Desktop, on the Sitecore Start menu, select Log Off. »

O Login into Page Editor

Login to the Sitecore Page Editor using
the Administrator username and

password: Welcome to Sitecore
Username: Admin O
Password: b Paisnurd: o

Remember me

Lagn
Select Options.

In the User Interface pane, select Page
Editor.

Click Login. Detaut .

= Explain This!

Why use Page Editor?

Page Editor allows Business Users to edit content in the “work in progress” site. The Website that you
can see in the Page Editor looks the same as the live site except for the ribbon on the top of the page.
Any changes that you make here must be published before they are visible on the live website.

3.7.1  Editing Content with Page Editor

For this exercise, your will design the website just like a designer. The following checklist will help you
get started.

U Edit the Home Page

Edit the Description of the Home item. b/ udE @~ wvoe-
Website description goes here. | '
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Hover the mouse over the Description field. You will see a Floating Toolbar for the field.

In the Floating Toolbar, select the Edit Text command.

In the Rich Text Editor, make some
edits.

Click Accept.

At the top of the page, click the Save icon.

Publish the Website

In the Ribbon, in the Home tab, in the
Publish group, click Publish.

If prompted to save your changes,
click Yes.

In the Publish Item wizard, click Next.
In the Settings dialog, click Publish.
Click Finish.

e:Sitecore -- Webpage Dialog ﬁ
BI 282205

Website description goes here...

9 - -3

Here are some edits to the desaription field)

Or, use the Ctrl+S keystroke.

g e Muwiml  Baeverr  Vew

g 3 a .\ § My L o Com
MHeaxwr

o Home

Website desaiption goes here

Here we some edits to the descripgtion field.

3.7.2 Designing Content with Page Editor

For this exercise, explore design changes to the website.

The following checklist will help you get started.
U Select the Content placeholder

In the Ribbon, in the View tab, in the
Show group, check the Controls
checkbox.

Home Advanced Experience View
2 [¥] Editing [] Controls
A S o —
Edit | Preview ~ ‘ﬂ Designing D Navigation bar
Mode Enable Show
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If Designing is not checked, then check this checkbox, too.

Select the outline of the Control that borders the Title field and Description field. The Floating
Toolbar will read Generic Display.

Home

Generic Display is a Sublayout that dynamically
binds to the Content Placeholder.

Wetaits Sencriztize g here

FRre e somse el 10 D description Hield

In the Floating Toolbar, click Show Parent. o
e
QO Edit the Allowed Controls Here are some edits to the description field.

splay

In the Floating Toolbar, click More, in the Context
Menu, click Edit Page Editor Options.

] Edit Page Editor Options
'\5:] Edit the Component Properties
(i Edit the related item

In the dialog, in the .1a
Compatible Renderings B
field, add the Product
DISplay LayOUt and the Canrgetislc Rmdenags  trubles e feplacy Rendermg button o e Page [idtor
Generic Display Sublayout. I - o &
# Renderngs @ | Gormnc Dinplay o
* U Samgle
In the Layout Tree, in the Tt ks
All Pane, in Renderings, S remevary
select Product Display. ¥ Genenc Deplay
1 Sampie Inner Sutiayout
2 Sample Sutdayout
To move the Product [
Display item to the Page tifher Mattons
Selected pane, use the left = ol °
. o Custom Eqpenence Buttors
arrow or double click. o incor e °
o Coxe

In the Layout Tree, in the
All Pane, in Sublayouts,
select Generic Display.
To move the Generic Display item to the Selected pane, use the left arrow or double click.

Click OK.

Save.
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Select again the out Control that borders the Title
field and Description field. The Floating Toolbar will
read Generic Display.

Generic Display is a Sublayout that dynamically
binds to the Content Placeholder.

In the Floating Toolbar, click Show Parent.

In the Floating Toolbar,
click Edit The Placeholder Settings.

In the Select the Placeholder Settings dialog
box,
Select Edit.

Select Beew

Pemme sctect e b $ut (v v

= WLt
i P Rendaongs
« Jsanch
3 Uoptan
® Proquct Dupley

- Side Marvy

= I sutiayeurs
W Carver Daplay
4 Cargie Invar Gublwypout
i Sarple Sublvyoue

In the Select Items dialog
box, select the Product
Display Layout and the
Generic Display Sublayout.

Remove Sample Rendering if
it exists.

Click OK.

1

@ sitecore

Home

Website description goes here...

ere are some edils to the description field.

Sensrc Dapay

nBe |0

More v
|

Sedact the Placehokder Settings

Seact he plcehalder S21TNgS AT DNOT Yo WanTt 10 uoe O Cedls New elitings

Cruute New Setings

In the Select the Placeholder Settings dialog box, click OK.

© | ot Doptey
G | Cermrc Dachey

Edit the sedected placedolder seftings item
Parve: content

¥ Edtabie

Avatable Cortrok:

T — |

L The setsngs atfect s placehaiders with ‘Content key

ox ][ coed ]

PN

GO
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In the Floating Toolbar, click Add to here.

In the Select a Rendering dialog box, select o e et
Salect 2 Rendering

PI’OdUCt DISp|ay Sedect e renderng Pt you went 1 use, Tick Select 1 covtrue,

Next check the Open the Properties dialog
box immediately.

- |
= |

hesened

Click Select.

In the Control Properties dialog, in
the Data Source field, click the
Insert Link Command.

-

£ | Sitecore - Webpage Dialog
Item browser
\ Sslact !z item $iat you want 1o open.

=] ;]shecone

In the Item browser dialog, select a Product Item. 8 Camn
= |=] Home
Click Open. 8:’:?
{2} Prodact 3
In the Control Properties dialog, verify that the Data & Byisvout
Source filed shows an item path. For example, the @ W veds brary
item path is: > "je‘_':'“ﬁ

/sitecore/content/Home/Product 3 Hame: /sitacora/contentHome/Product 3

Click OK.
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Verify that Product 3 details display on the oo

Home item. Home

In the Floating Toolbar for the Product
Display control, click the Delete Command.

Verify the removal of the Product Display

XSLT Rendering from the content Prod uct 3

placeholder. LT EE T

Product description goes here...

% Find it!

To learn these exercises using the Sitecore Rocks Visual Studio 2010 Extension, please refer to the
Self Study Guide for Building A Very Simple Website in your Student CD.

Also find the following related Sitecore Rocks resources:

http://vsplugins.sitecore.net/MainPage.ashx
http://www.sitecore.net/Community/Technical-Blogs/John-West-Sitecore-Blog.aspx

Verify your work with your Instructor
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Optional Placeholders and Nested Sublayouts

The exercises in this chapter offer you the opportunity to create nested sublayouts.

This chapter includes the following exercises:

e Create the Two Columns Sublayout

e Assign the Two Columns Sublayout to the Home Item
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4.1 Create the Two Columns Sublayout

In this exercise, you will create a more complex sublayout containing two columns to which we can
add placeholder settings and controls.

The following checklist will help you get started:

U Create the Two Column Sublayout

= (5] sitecore
Using the Content Editor, in the Content Tree, expand Layout, & @ Content
and then select Sublayouts. = B Layout
# [ Devices
# & Layouts

# ) Placeholder Settings
[# g Renderings

* ' Sublayouts
Sa[Media Lbrary

B ®

) @ System
] E] Templates

+

E

In the Folder Editor tab, select Sublayout.

In the Welcome to the Create Sublayout wizard, click Next.

Hame

In the Name dialog box, enter Two Columns as T e
a sublayout name in the Name textbox. .

furw; Twg Cobsmny|
Click Next.
In the Location dialog box, select a location for tocaties
the definition item in the Content Tree. ey ey b e
Click Next.
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In the File Location dialog, select a location for the Tie Location
Setect Bw borson whare S sem e thouid be plored 1 the Stacore LI

file in your website file system. Click to place a webroot Bl srurture, Gk Create to reste e fie Ly
check mark to Create Associated C# Code Files.

Click Create. E
\ka}m

In the final dialog, click Finish. * U corfy
U ap pata
# o) axpoet_dent
& b
i oroun |
 UJoby
o Progertes
Jsren
¢ dm
# (J atecore modues
. . . J stmcore_fles
To close the wizard, click Finish. Qoni
¥ (Jere
i ugosd
* U

@ Explain This!

What about creating a Sublayout with Developer Center?

Creating a Sublayout with Content Editor calls a command that opens the Create Sublayout Wizard.
This is the same wizard used by Developer Center.

U Edit the Two Column Sublayout with Grid Designer

In the Ribbon, in the Grid
Designer tab, select Layout.

Home Navigate Review A

0 @ =
Div_| Table Placeholder Control

In the Add group, click the Div command.
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In the Ribbon, in the Properties group, select
Properties.

==| Properties
S| Ve o gy o o sgner o Tipr U chermeria hre,
1 =]
In the Properties dialog, set the width of the Div '\:: lm
tag to 300 and the Float to left. i .
reht |
Teau Jeh
Click OK. il

Teo: |

Select placeholderl. In the Properties group, click
the Properties command.

- Flexse configure the rendeing heve
Rarcherng: sc Placebaider
Placehides
Ppe— [ o
ARlates  burgrsstes | Catwg
In the Rendering dialog, for the attribute [ Len |
named key, change the value of T schsugelD
placeholderl to left. To close the dialog,
click OK.
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Select the div surrounding the left

placeholder. @] left
<placeholder key="eft"/=
In the Ribbon, in the T len [ @] placeholders
ROWS & C0|umnS <placeholder key="eft"/= <placeholder key="placeholder 17>

group, select Right.

In the Ribbon, in the Properties group, select
Properties.

In the Properties dialog, set width to 300 and float to right.

To close the Properties dialog, click OK.

Select placeholderl.

In the Properties group, click the Properties command.

In the Rendering dialog, for the attribute named key, change the value of placeholderl to right.
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To close the dialog, click OK.

Start Page | Two Column.ascx .

Layout

Rows & Columns

et rght
<placeholder key="Teft")> | <placeholder key="right™/> |

A Grid| = Fu : content/Home ~

Save.
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4.2 Dynamically Bind the Two Columns Sublayout

In this exercise, you will dynamically bind the Two Columns sublayout by assigning the sublayout to
the Home item.

The following checklist will help you get started:

O Select the Productl Item

Using the Content Editor, in the Content
Tree, select the Productl item. The path is
/Home/Productl.

the anigred leyouts, renderngs

Click the Presentation tab. in the Layout
group, click the Details command.

Select 3 Rendering

Select the renderrg Bt you want 1o use, Cick Select to continue

4 Assign the Two Columns t ;mm

sublayout to the Productl item 8] Gerenc Dispiay
@Smrwib'avmx

: “ e : Qw Sublayout
Click “Edit” by the Default device. Al

Add the Two Columns sublayout to

the placeholder name “content”.
Two Columns

Click Select.

Add to Platsholder: content|

| Open the Properties dslog box mmediately,

@ General =
Placeholder [shzred]:

Insertlink - Clear
Data Source [zhared]:

Edit the Product Display sublayout.
Update the placeholder from

Placeholder name from “content” to f‘“‘-'“"!'
“right". Parameters

Click OK.
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Device Editor

Set the layouts, controls and placeholders for this device.
Select the Two Columns sublayout Layout m,(n,um,,s
and click the Move Up button, so Controls e
that Two Columns is the first control Placeholder Settings r'i’grgf"d Display
listed.

Remove

Click OK to close the Device Editor

dialog.
Click OK to close the Layout Details
dialog.

OK ” Cancel ]

O Preview the changes to the Productl item
Select the Productl item in the content tree. The path is /Home/Productl. Click the Publish tab.
Under the Publish group, click the Preview command.

Verify that your Two Columns sublayout is displayed on the Productl page and that the Title
and Description fields (from the Product Display) are displayed in the right table cell.

Close the Preview browser.
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. ma Explain This!

Layout Delta

Layout deltas allow items to inherit partial layout details from a cloned item or standard values from
the data template.

When you update layout details on an item that inherits layout details the field that contains layout
details stores only the differences from the inherited layout details. Changes to layout details in the
base item dynamically apply to items that contain layout deltas.

Layout details are cumulative. A layout delta in a clone applies to a layout delta in the cloned item that
applies to standard values.

In the Content Editor, you can edit the layout details for standard items on the template or customize
the layout details on individual content items. The setting is stored as XML in the Renderings property
of the item.

!__il Layout =l

Renderings
=r xmins:p="p" xmins:s="s" p:p="1" s:xsd="http://www.w3.0rg/2001/XMLSchem
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4.3 Add Placeholder Settings to the Left Column

In this exercise, you will create the Left Column Placeholder Settings Item and then apply it to the
Two Column Sublayout.

The following checklist will help you get started:
2 B Layout
& pevices
U Create the Left Column Placeholder Settings Item B Layouts

. . . =) Placeholder Settings
Using the Content Editor, in the Content Tree, select Layout po——
and then select Placeholder Settings. webedit

Select Placeholder.

B '
In the Name dialog box, enter Left Column as a Placeholder Settings Placeholder

name in the textbox.

|n the Placeh0|der Key property, Placeholder Key - apply these settings to all placeholders with
matching placeholder key [chared, standard value]:
enter left. oft

Click the Edit button in the Allowed
Controls property. Allowed Controls [shared]:

e e i
In the Select Items dialog ' n

box, expand the Renderings

¥} eecied

= j.j, - , Qo 'Samph Rendsring Q
node. Selec_:t Sample 2 @ Rendaings e o
Rendering in the Sample = () Samph
folder.

* L System
® Product Dispiay
" Sde Menu

Click OK. + ¥ sublayouts

Save.
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O Select the Productl Item

Using the Content Editor, in the Content
Tree, select the Productl item. The path is
/Home/Productl.

Click the Presentation tab. in the Layout
group, click the Details command.

O Assign the Left Column Placeholder Setting to the Two Columns Sublayout
Click Edit by the default device.
In the Device Editor dialog box, click Placeholder Settings.
Click Add.

In the Placeholder Settings Dialog box, enter left

as the Key name. !“ Select a placeholder meta data item

SERLr M ileee yous wanl B ute o metadata Tor e

. . plecebiotder, Gk Select 1o tonbrue,
Click Browse next to Settings Item. o
condent
In the Select a placeholder meta data item dialog
box, select the Left Column placeholder setting :
and click Select.

You should see /Left Column in the Settings Item Placeholder Settings
tethOX. Configure the placeholder settings here.
Key: left
Click OK. Settings Item: |.|’Leﬂ Column | I Browse |
In the Device Editor dialog box, click OK. Device Editor
Set the layouts, controls and placeholders for this device.
Layout Add
Controls
Edit
Placeholder Settings
In the Layout Details dialog box, you 3 () Srowser Layont
should see the Left Column Placeholder Ty e S
Setting applied to the Default Layout. et 8 Two Columrs (3] Lk Coban
B oneric Disphay

Zecn FoopyTo
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Click OK to close the Layout Details dialog box.

Save. ‘
' Component |

U Add Controls to the Left Column in the Two Columns

Sublayout

In the Ribbon, in the Publish Tab, in the Publish Group, select Page '&& Add to here )

Editor.

In Page Editor, in the Ribbon, in the Home =

Tab, click Component. S s e o, e i

Click the top Add to here button to add a

control defined in the Left Column P

placeholder settings to the left column. :%J

In the Select a Rendering dialog box, Stk Reveeing

select Sample Rendering.

1 Opers the Praper bis dalog bax srvreSately.

Click Select.

Verify that the Sample Rendering displays in the left column of your Two Column Sublayout.

EH v Maned  Doeece vew

u Cose

| g My lieres
’a;:’ C-e.i - D)'ﬁ\cﬂt Ireert E @ Viorktns bug A gon
Header
Home Product 1 Product 1
Product. 1
Product 2 Product description goes here...
Product 3

This is really a very cool product descriptiont

Price: $199.99

Save.

Close Page Editor.
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@ Explain This!

Placeholder Controls and Placeholder Settings

To bind the Sample Rendering to the left column, Sitecore Developers create ASP.NET presentation
components that use Sitecore placeholder controls. Left and right are both placeholder controls.

Placeholder Settings are items in the Content Tree that Sitecore Developers configure to define the
allowed controls for a given placeholder control. Usually, Sitecore Developers name these items with
the same identifier as the control. Developers and Designers can override these settings on an item'’s
Layout Details Settings.
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4.4 Edit Placeholder Settings Configuration
In this exercise, you will edit the web.config file to turn off access to Placeholder Settings by default.

The following checklist will help you get started:

App_ Prawsen
fgp Conlg
bep Deta

U Open the web.config file Rl

[

. . . . . . oty
Open the web.config file located in your site root in a text editor. e

Frogertin
Lonpes
e modube
mecare Nies
Styles
temp
Vrosd

S sSataucer
cetadt Miroinedoan

BB detntrjn

b Designcentg

.1 Gonalatsm

7 Semple Project oy
Semple Dropect ooy atecom
Semple Progect cpiodarter

A SrglddetateTetahn

S b ebcte Tent suc

wab. confag NetS_SMVC
webs contig Nest MVC
L webed 55

U Edit Placeholder Settings default configuration

In the web.config file, search for Placeholder Settings. The setting
WebEdit.PlaceholdersEditableWithoutSettings indicates whether placeholders
should be editable in the Page Editor if placeholder settings are not specified. The default
value is false.

Set WebEdit.PlaceholdersEditableWithoutSettings value to true.

<!-- WEB EDIT PLACEHOLDERS EDITABLE WITHOUT SETTINGS
Indicates whether placeholders should be editable in the Page Editor if placeholder settings are not specified.
Default value: false

--3
<setting name="WebEdit.PlaceholdersEditableWithoutSettings™

value="trus"

Save.
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Explain This!

\’-'m 3

Placeholder Configuration Settings

In the web.config file, the configuration setting

WebEdit.PlaceholdersEditableWithoutSettings has a default value of false. This means
that when you are in Page Editor Design mode, you can only add Components to Placeholders where
Placeholder Settings have been defined. If this configuration setting is set to true, you will be able to

add Components to any Placeholder on the page.

U Edit the Productl Page

Using the Content Editor, in the Content Tree, select the Productl item. The path is

/Home/Productl.

In the Ribbon, in the Publish Tab, select Page Editor.

In Page Editor, in the Ribbon, in the Home Tab, click Component.

You should notice that there are Add to here buttons for all Placeholders,

both with and without Placeholder Settings.

b rore  Adarced  Epeence Vew

My Ihem

M a ”* P <

B | Prevew - Camporent Poet Loo € Wedbox Putiish
Header

* Add o berw

Home
Produd 1
Prod

Product 3

+ 449 to here
Footer

] Chse
e

73 LogOf

‘riouuct 1

Product description goes here...

This Is really a very cool product description!

+ Acdwhere 9,99

x|

omponent |

Click the Add to here button next to the
Product 1 title.

In the Select a Rendering dialog box, you
should notice that you are able to select any
Rendering or Sublayout from your Content
Tree.

i Do

erdeng al you wir o use, O Sesect o contrue

= @ Rerdarngs
= 25
L) Sempie Recderiog
¥ L) Systerm
W Sroduct Dapley
W Srke Meru
# B cuoevouts

Cpen the Prages tes dalog bos mwmedatey
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Click to expand the Renderings node. Select Sample Rendering in the Sample folder.
Click Select.
Verify that the Sample Rendering displays in the right column of your Two Column Sublayout.

[d tome Maced Bpmecs  Ven

" -~ C s My Demrs .J ose
=t P'c-.v: - ::1‘5:"7 Insert ;cﬁ @ Worlbas v‘.lt?'.‘. ¥ Lo 0ft
e - ikt
Header
o Product 1
Product 1 :
Product 2 i
5;21::! 3 Product 1

Product description goes here...

This is really a very cool product description!

Price: $199.99
Footer

Do not Save. Close Page Editor.

Write It Down!
4

If the WebEdit.PlaceholdersEditableWithoutSettings configuration setting is set to false,
to which Placeholders will you be able to add Components in Page Editor?

;E Best Practice

A Sitecore Developer best practice is to set Security Access on Placeholder Settings. In the Sitecore
Desktop, you can use the Access Viewer to control what users and roles are able to Read, Write,
Rename, Create, Delete, and Administer Placeholder Settings. It is suggested that Developers set up
Security on Placeholder Settings because if you delete a setting, it will remove that setting from any
page to which it was applied.
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% Find it!

To learn these exercises using the Sitecore Rocks Visual Studio 2010 Extension, please refer to the
Self Study Guide for Building A Very Simple Website Using Sitecore Rocks in your Student CD.

Also find the following related Sitecore Rocks resources:

http://vsplugins.sitecore.net/
http://www.sitecore.net/Community/Technical-Blogs/John-W est-Sitecore-Blog.aspx

Verify your work with your Instructor
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Conclusion

Congratulations, you did it! You just built A Very Simple Website in Sitecore. Now,
let us review what you accomplished:

e You created the data templates for your Website. In Sitecore, data templates
structure data. In doing so, they define the interfaces for how Business
Users enter data.

e For your data templates, you created template standard values.

¢ Ontemplate standard values, you created default field values. You learned
that some default field values are static and others dynamic. You learned
that tokens copy values.

e Ontemplate standard values, you also defined default settings. You learned
about two types of default settings: layout details and insert options. Layout
details describe the instructions for how Sitecore binds presentation
components. Insert options control the types of items Business Users
create.

¢ In assigning insert options, you structured the information architecture of the
website. Acting as a Business User, you then created items in the content
tree according to this structure.

e Next, you created presentation components to display data from your content
tree. You learned that a presentation component is both a definition item and
a file. You also learned that there are at least three types of presentation
components: Layout, Sublayout and Xsl Rendering.

e You learned that Layout Details are the instruction set which tells Sitecore
how to bind content to presentation. Using template standard values, you
defined Layout Details settings. Content items defined by your data
templates will inherit these default settings.

e You published the Website.

e You edited the home item with Page Editor. You made design changes to the
home item with Page Editor.
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Next Steps

Most likely, the Websites you will build will be more complex than this very simple
website. Consider these next steps:

¢ Add new fields to your template using the Template Manager. For example,
add an image field to the Product data template.

o With FieldRenderer, display the image field on product pages.

e To organize products, create a Product Category data template with template
standard values. Define both default values and default field settings. With
insert options, allow for the creation of Product items.

o Update the Side Menu to show product categories.
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Official Sitecore Training

Now that you have completed building your first website with Sitecore, it is time to
consider official Sitecore Training.

To get you started immediately, Sitecore offers a broad range of courses in a variety
of delivery formats for both customers and partners. With offices in Australia, North
America, Europe, and Asia, we work with you to accommodate your specific training
needs. Only Sitecore Certified Trainers conduct trainings using courses from the
Sitecore Official Curriculum, ensuring an excellent learning experience.

With the goal being mastery of key Sitecore concepts, tools, features, and
functionality, we tailor our training for each audience: Developer, Administrator,
Business User, and Marketer.

To both learn more about and to register for training, please visit
http://www.sitecore.net/training.
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